ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPPORTUNITY

SCAR ANTARCTIC SCIENCE FELLOWSHIPS 2010-11

Background:
The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) is a body of the International Council for Science (ICSU) and is the leading independent organisation for facilitating and coordinating Antarctic research, and for identifying issues emerging from greater scientific understanding of the region that should be brought to the attention of policy makers.  Its major objective is to initiate, develop, and co-ordinate high quality international scientific research in the Antarctic region, and on the role of the Antarctic region in the Earth system.

The SCAR Fellowship Programme is designed to encourage the active involvement of early career scientists and engineers in Antarctic scientific research, and to strengthen international capacity and cooperation in Antarctic research.

The Fellowship programme is for PhD students, or those within 5 years of having completed a PhD, from within the 35 SCAR Member countries (for the list of countries see http://www.scar.org/about/officers/) to undertake research at an institute in another SCAR country.  Researchers from countries that have expressed an interest in joining SCAR will be considered.

Topics for support should make a contribution to the objectives of one or more of the Scientific Research Programmes endorsed by SCAR:

Antarctica in the Global Climate System (AGCS)

Antarctic Climate Evolution (ACE)

Evolution and Biodiversity in the Antarctic (EBA)

Subglacial Antarctic Lake Exploration (SALE)

Astronomy and Astrophysics from Antarctica (AAA)

(for details see http://www.scar.org/researchgroups/).

The SCAR Fellowship Scheme:

The Fellowships are intended to allow researchers from one SCAR Member country to undertake short-term visits to major international laboratories, field facilities, and/or home institutions in or operated by other SCAR Member countries, so as to become acquainted with recent advances in research and/or to develop long-term scientific links and partnerships.  The work must be carried out in a research group of a SCAR nation different from that of the applicant’s origin.  

Awards will be up to US$15,000, providing, as needed, economy-class round trip travel and a modest subsistence allowance for the fellowship period.  The Fellow’s home institute will bear all expenses incurred in his or her own nation (domestic travel, visa costs, etc.), and the host institute will waive any bench fees that they might normally charge trainees.  Three to four awards will be made in total depending on the quality of the applications and the budget available.

Eligibility:
The awards are limited to scientists either doing a PhD or within 5 years of having completed a PhD on the day of the deadline for applications.

Applicants from all SCAR countries will be eligible.  Applications are encouraged from those countries that do not have Antarctic research stations.  Researchers from other countries that have expressed an interest in joining SCAR will also be eligible. 

Application:

Proposals must be made on the attached form, which should be submitted electronically to the SCAR Secretariat (info@scar.org) by 15th May 2010.

The proposal texts should make it absolutely clear what activities will be carried out, what will be achieved, what deliverables will ensue (e.g. papers, technologies), at what cost, and in what time frame.  Guidelines for preparing the proposal are given in Section 7 of the Application form.

In order to apply, candidates will be required to first contact and liaise with appropriate host Antarctic projects or programmes in order to secure the support and mentorship of an active research team capable and willing either to facilitate their research, or to integrate young researchers into their own research programme.

Parts of the Application form:

1. Application Form – Applicant to fill in, sign and date.

2. Research Proposal – Prepared following guidelines given in Section 7 of Application form

Applicant to send Application form and Research Proposal (with relevant appendices) together to SCAR by email (info@scar.org) to reach at the latest by 15th May 2010.

3. Applicant to send Cover note 1 to Home Institute Referee, and the Referee to send it back to SCAR to reach at the latest by 15th May 2010, preferably by email (info@scar.org).

4. Applicant to send Cover note 2 to Host Institute Referee, and the Host should send it back to SCAR to reach at the latest by 15th May 2010 preferably by email (info@scar.org).

The Application Form, Research Proposal Form and Cover Notes for Home and Host Referees are also available as separate documents downloadable from the SCAR website (http://www.scar.org/awards/fellowships/applicationdetails.html)

IT IS THE APPLICANT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL PARTS OF THE APPLICATION (APPLICATION FORM, RESEARCH PROPOSAL, HOME AND HOST REFERENCES) ALL REACH SCAR BEFORE THE LAST DATE - 15TH MAY.  Only those applicants with complete application packages (Application form, research proposal, Home Institute reference, and Host Institute note) reaching SCAR before 15th May, will be considered.

Evaluation:

A scientific review panel chaired by a representative of the SCAR Capacity Building, Education and Training Committee and in addition comprising a member of the SCAR Executive Committee, the Chief Officers of the three Standing Scientific Groups or their Alternates; and the Executive Officer will evaluate all proposals on the basis of the scientific excellence of the proposed research.  This evaluation will also take into consideration factors such as: 

· its importance and timeliness;

· its achievability within the time frame allotted;

· the extent to which links have already been established with the proposed host institution;

· the extent to which it will strengthen the scientific capacity of nations with smaller or less well-developed Antarctic research programmes; and

· its ‘fit’ with SCAR’s place in science and with SCAR’s scientific directions. 

If possible, the review panel will try to select candidates so as to distribute the fellowships as evenly as possible between the Life Sciences, Physical Sciences and Geosciences. 

Completion:

At the end of each Fellowship, each candidate must provide a report to be published on the SCAR website.  Reports should cover the scientific accomplishments and include a budgetary report and should be completed following a similar structure to those already on the website at http://www.scar.org/awards/fellowships/.  The SCAR Fellowship scheme should be acknowledged in any resulting publications.
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Application for the SCAR Fellowship Scheme







  2010-2011



(Please answer all questions.  Please enter NA if the question is not applicable)

1. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

	Forename(s)


	Surname


	Title



	Name of Home Institution:

Home Institution Mailing Address:

Post code:

Country:
	Contact details: (Please include full country code)

(1) Daytime telephone:

(2) Mobile:

(3) Fax number:

	
	E-mail address:


2. APPLICANT CURRENT RESIDENCE AND CITIZENSHIP INFORMATION:

	City and Country of Birth:

	Country of Citizenship:

	Country of Residence:


3. APPLICANT ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

	Details of Highest Academic Degree Earned

	School / College / University / Training Provider 

(Please state Town/City)
	From

(month/ year)
	To

(month/ year)
	Qualifications gained with grade, if any

	
	
	
	


	Are you currently enrolled in a Postgraduate programme? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

(If yes, please fill in the following details regarding your current programme of study)

	School / College / University / Training Provider 

(Please state Town/City)
	From

(month/ year)
	Estimated Graduation
(month/ year)
	Qualification/Degree to be gained with estimated grade, if any

	
	
	
	


	Please fill in the following details regarding your current position
Are you currently a Post-Doctoral Researcher? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If no, what is your current position?



	Institution
(Please state Town/City)
	From

(month/ year)
	Termination
(month/ year)
	Summary of current research (Maximum 50 words)

	
	
	
	


	Please give details of membership of any professional bodies:




4. DETAILS OF PROPOSED HOST AND PROPOSED HOST INSTITUTION
(Details of where and with whom you intend to work)

	Name of Proposed Host:

	Name of Proposed Host Institution:

Proposed Host Institution Mailing Address:

Post code:

Country:
	Contact details for Proposed Host: (Please include full country code for telephone and fax numbers)

(1) Daytime telephone:

(2) Fax number:

(3) Email address:

	Have you been accepted by the proposed host institute?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
No



	If not, when do you expect to be notified? (MM/YY): 



	Proposed term of award (in months): 



	Proposed amount of award in US$: 



	Anticipated start date of programme (must start within 9 months from the date of the award): (MM/YY): 


5. REFERENCES

REFERENCE 1 (SUPERVISOR AT HOME INSTITUTE)
	Name:
	Title



	Full Mailing Address:

Post code:

Country:
	Contact details: (Please include full country code)

(1) Daytime telephone:

(2) Mobile:

(3) Fax number:

	
	E-mail address:


REFERENCE 2 (SUPERVISOR AT PROPOSED HOST INSTITUTE)
	Name:
	Title



	Full Mailing Address:

Post code:

Country:
	Contact details: (Please include full country code)

(1) Daytime telephone:

(2) Mobile:

(3) Fax number:

	
	E-mail address:


6. DECLARATION AND SIGNATURE
APPLICANT SIGNATURE
By signing here, the applicant confirms that the information (s)he has given in this application and any supporting documents is correct and complete to the best of their abilities.

Signature …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7. SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PROPOSAL 

(Maximum length 1000 words + References cited + Illustrative material)

Please attach as Appendix 1.  Candidates should provide a description of the project, indicating its expected achievements and showing what the candidate and the host institution are expected to gain from the work.  The write up MUST include the following headers and must answer the questions posed within each header.  (The word count for the scientific research proposal does not include the references cited or extra illustrative material – e.g. Tables and/or Figures)

Title:

Objectives: What are you going to do?

Background and Rationale: Why is it important? Why should it be done now and at this particular host institution?

Relevance: How does the proposed research activity/work ‘fit’ with SCAR’s scientific goals?

Methodology: How are you going to do it?

Deliverables: What do you expect to achieve?

Success Factors: What will show if the project has succeeded?

Budget:

(i) How much money is required, and how will it be spent? Please supply an outline budget indicating approximate expenditures on travel, accommodation, subsistence, materials, and other anticipated costs.

(ii) Are you able to obtain additional financial support – if so how much and from where?

Scientific references cited (Attach as Appendix 2, maximum 1 page)

Illustrative material - tables and figures (Attach as Appendix 3, maximum 1 page)




Cover Note 1

Home Institute Reference in support of an

Application for the SCAR Fellowship Scheme
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    (Please answer all questions)

1. APPLICANT Details: (For whom you are providing a Nomination and Reference)
	Forename(s)


	Surname


	Title



	Title of Applicant’s Project



2.: Referee (From Applicant’s HOME Institute) Details:

	Forename(s)


	Surname


	Title



	Name and Address of Institution:

Post code:

Country:
	Contact details: (Please include full country code)

(1) Daytime telephone:

(2) Mobile:

(3) Fax number:

	
	E-mail address:


	How long have you known the applicant?

	In what context do you know the applicant?


I confirm that the information given above and on the appended reference letter is accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
Signature …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please now write your reference or recommendation in English on a separate sheet of paper. The paper should be either your official letterhead, or the letterhead of your institution.  Please make sure the reference is also signed and dated.  The letter should be scanned and, together with this cover note, sent by email attachment to info@scar.org, or by fax to +44 1223 336549.

Cover Note 2

Host Agreement in support of an

Application for the SCAR Fellowship Scheme







  2010-2011
    (Please answer all questions)

1. APPLICANT Details: (Whom you will be hosting)
	Forename(s)


	Surname


	Title



	Title of Applicant’s Project




2.: Host’s Details:

	Forename(s)


	Surname


	Title



	Name and Address of Institution:

Post code:

Country:
	Contact details: (Please include full country code)

(1) Daytime telephone:

(2) Mobile:

(3) Fax number:

	
	E-mail address:


	(a) Do you know the applicant? If yes, please answer (b) and (c): 

(b) How long have you known the applicant?

(c) In what context do you know the applicant?




I agree and confirm that the host institution will provide the necessary facilities for the nominee to undertake the project described in the application.

Signature …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please send this by email to info@scar.org, or by fax to +44 1223 336549.













