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MINUTES OF 2" MEETING OF THE AD HOC SCAR ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON THE INTERNATIONAL POLAR YEAR

1800-2000, July 8th, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia

during XXIX SCAR

Present: C. Summerhayes (Chairman), J. Turner (SSG-PS), A. Capra (SSG-
GS), A. Huiskes (SSG-LS), J. Thiede, J. Lopez-Martinez, E. Fahrbach, C.
Kennicutt, I. Allison, T. De Bruin, M.

Observer: D. Carlson (IYP International Project Office)
Secretariat: M. Kaczmarska

1. Opening Remarks:

The objective of the meeting, which immediately followed an IPY Open Forum,
was to review progress with SCAR'’s involvement in the IPY, using as the basis
for discussion the results of the immediately preceding Open Forum plus
Information Paper 17 (Report to the XXIX SCAR Delegates Meeting on IPY
Developments), which had been prepared by the Executive Director and
circulated to the Committee for comment in early May. This discussion would
help to inform the IPY discussions during the SSG Business meetings (July 9-
12), during the joint meeting between the SCAR and COMNAP Executive
Committees on July 12", and during the XXIX SCAR Delegates meeting (July
17-20).

It was noted that COMNAP (Anders Karlgvist) had been invited to attend the
meeting on May 2, but had not responded, and that the COMNAP Secretariat
had been invited to send a representative on May 23, but had not responded.

2. Terms of Reference and Membership

Consistent with IP 17, the committee agreed that the Committee’s Terms of
Reference should be modified as follows, with the addition of number (vi):

(i) to ensure that the SCAR input to the IPY Science Implementation Plan is
comprehensive and effective;

(ii) to advise the Executive Committee and Delegates on the content of the IPY
Implementation Plan;

(iv) to help the SCAR Scientific Research Programmes and other SCAR activities
make as effective as possible a contribution to the IPY;

(iii) to work with COMNAP to see that IPY objectives are realised to the
maximum possible extent;
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(v) to monitor the IPY process as it unfolds, inform SCAR management bodies on
progress, and recommend to SCAR management bodies how SCAR’s
contribution to the IPY should develop;

(vi) to advise SCAR on how to maintain the IPY legacy.

The ad hoc Committee will consult widely within the SCAR family to solicit advice
on the way forward throughout the IPY process.

Consistent with IP 17, the committee agreed that the Membership should
comprise the following group, with the addition of a marine biologist.

(i) Chairperson (Colin Summerhayes)

(ii) Chief Officers of Standing Scientific Group Chairs for Life Sciences, Physical
Sciences and Geosciences

(iiif) selected experts (Eberhard Fahrbach; Chuck Kennicutt)

(iv) lan Allison

(v) Jeronimo Lopez

(v) COMNARP representative

(vi) JCADM representative (Taco de Bruin)

Action 1: Ad Huiskes to supply the name of a marine biologist for the
Committee [Later identified as Cinzia Verde; action completed]

3. Review of Progress against our previous recommendations to the XXVIII
Delegates meeting, to see where we still need to apply some effort

Participants reviewed progress against the committee’s previous
recommendations to the XXVIII Delegates meeting (Paper 41 of 2004), to see
where we still need to apply some effort. Details of progress made are given in IP
17.

Lack of progress was discussed under the following topics:
3.1 Developing a benchmark series of geological and geophysical maps.

David Carlson told the committee that there is a proposal (No. 315) to develop
geological maps. Apparently the principal investigators have been asked to
consider joining another project. Also apparently this proposals had not been
combined with the Plates and Gates proposal, because its proposers felt they
belonged under Education and Outreach rather than ‘science’.

Action 2: Colin Summerhayes to follow up on the IPY mapping proposals
(315) in discussion with Cynan Ellis-Evans of the IPY-IPO.

3.2 Create a Network of Autonomous Geological and /or Geophysical
Observatories
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David Carlson told the committee that a number of proposals intend to establish
observatories of various kinds, and that the IPY Science Implementation Plan will
recommend that these be linked in some way to create such a network.

The committee was concerned that this would not address the basic problem,
which was that such networks could not be put together in an ad hoc way, but
should be driven by scientific questions for which only a network approach could
provide answers.

Action 3: (i) SCAR SSGs to consider, possibly through a Ostudy groupO how
to stimulate the development of pan-Antarctic networks from existing and
IPY proposed activities, to address specific fundamental pan-Antarctic
guestions, bearing in mind the output from the IPY Observations Working
Group; (ii) Colin Summerhayes to supply the SSGs with the
recommendations of the IPY Observations Working Group.

3.3 Bird Counts

The committee had originally suggested promoting the counting of birds from
ships during the IPY. No proposal addressed this topic.

Action 4: The SSG-LS should encourage bird counting from ships, as a first
step by providing standard protocols for all observers to use.

3.4 Echo-sounding

The committee had originally suggested that all ships in the area during the IPY
should be encouraged to keep their echo-sounders switched on and to record the
data and supply it to World Data Centres.

The committee recognised that one problem with such a recommendation was
that it took staff time and expertise (hence berths and money) to collect such
data, which might not fit with the staffing requirements for particular research
cruises.

Action 5: The SSG-PS should encourage the recoding of echo-sounding
data from operational and research vessels run by national operators
during the IPY, and the subsequent dissemination of the data to WDCs.

3.5 Continuous Plankton Recorder
The committee had originally suggested that operators be encouraged to deploy

Continuous Plankton Recorders (CPRs) from ships on transect across the
Southern ocean.
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It was pointed out that a proposal would be made to the SSG-LS Business
Meeting to encourage wider deployment of CPRs during and after the IPY. There
had been a significant increase in the collection of CPR data in the Southern
Ocean, by several nations.

3.6 Space-based Observations

The committee had initially suggested organising a meeting on “Space
Observations in the Antarctic Region”. To some extent this topic was already
being covered by the development of the Cryosphere Theme of the Partnership
for an Integrated Global Observing Strategy (IGOS), led by SCAR and the
WCRP’s CIiC (Climate and Cryosphere) project. The Cryosphere Theme
document (due in May 2007) would be the result of several meetings between
March 2005 and May 2007. In addition a report entitled GIIPSY had been
developed advising on what observations needed to be made from space.

Action 6: M. Kaczmarska and SSG Chief Officers to compare the GIIPSY
and IGOS Partners documents to see what may still be missing, and to
ensure that the GIIPSY and IGOS-P approaches are compatible.

Action 7: David Carlson to provide SCAR Secretariat with a copy of Tillman
MohrOs report.

Action 8: Secretariat and SSG Chief Officers to ensure that space-based
measurements feature prominently in the Open Science Conference 2008.

3.7 Performance of Climate Models in Polar Regions

The committee had initially suggested that a meeting be organised to compare
the performance of global and regional climate models in polar regions. Since
then SCAR had held a workshop on reanalysis with CIliC and the WCRP group
on numerical experimentation, but more is needed.

Action 9: AGCS to organise a model comparison workshop, jointly with
WCRP, for the IAMAS meeting in 2009.

3.8 Other Gaps

The committee considered that it would be fruitless to look for major gaps until
the funding for the various proposals was know.

4. Review of the List of Approved IPY proposals
The committee reviewed IP 17 Annex |, the list of approved IPY proposals, to see

in what way SCAR may take a greater involvement in those that at present have
no strong lead or involvement from SCAR groups.
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Action 10:

0] SSG-GS to review SCAR involvement in B86, B113, B138, B373;

(i) SSG-LS to review SCAR involvement in B188, B214, 34; 329, B52,
B71

(i)  SSG-PS to review SCAR involvement in 81, 107, B16, B20, B125,
B367, B32, B76, B99, B171, B175, B78, B217

(iv)  Colin Summerhayes to review SCAR involvement in B10, B100
(history);

5. Other Recommendations for action by SCAR bodies, including the
Delegates.

The committee considered whether or not there were other possible
recommendations it might make for action by SCAR bodies, including the
Delegates, and found none at present.

The committee agreed that SCAR and JCADM were already working together
towards ensuring that during the IPY the goal of Article lllc of the Antarctic Treaty
that “Scientific observations and results from Antarctica shall be exchanged and
made freely available” is achieved to the maximum extent possible.

6. Next meeting
The committee will continue its deliberations by e-mail consultation (or if

necessary by telephone conferences), with a face-to-face meeting in association
with XXX SCAR in 2008.
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Annex 1: Actions arising from IPY Committee Meeting (8 July 2006)

No.
IPY-1-1

IPY-1-2

IPY-1-3

IPY-1-4

IPY-1-5

IPY-1-6

IPY-1-7

IPY-1-8

IPY-1-9

IPY-1-
10

ACTION DETAILS

supply the name of a marine biologist for
the Committee

follow up on the IPY mapping proposals (315)
in discussion with Cynan Ellis-Evans of the
IPY-IPO

(i) consider, possibly through a ‘study
group’ how to stimulate the development of
pan-Antarctic networks from existing and
IPY proposed activities, to address specific
fundamental pan-Antarctic questions,
bearing in mind the output from the IPY
Observations Working Group; (i) supply
the SSGs with the recommendations of the
IPY Observations Working Group.

encourage bird counting from ships, as a
first step by providing standard protocols
for all observers to use.

encourage the recoding of echo-sounding
data from operational and research vessels
run by national operators during the IPY,
and the subsequent dissemination of the
data to WDCs.

compare the GIIPSY and IGOS Partners
documents to see what may still be
missing, and to ensure that the GIIPSY and
IGOS-P approaches are compatible.

provide SCAR Secretariat with a copy of
Tillman Mohr’s report.
ensure that space-based measurements feature

prominently in the Open Science Conference
2008.

organise a model comparison workshop,
Jjointly with WCRP, for the IAMAS meeting in
2009.

(i) SSG-GS to review SCAR involvement in
B 52, B86, B113, B138, B373;

(i) SSG-LS to review SCAR involvement in
B188, B214, 34; 329, B71

(iii) SSG-PS to review SCAR involvement
in 81, 107, B16, B20, B125, B367, B32,
B76, B99, B171, B175, B78, B217

(iv) Colin Summerhayes to review SCAR
involvement in B10, B100 (history);

WHO
Ad Huiskes

Summerha
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(ii) Exec.
Dir.

SSG-LS.
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ska,

&

SSG COs

D. Carlson

Secretariat
& SSG
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AGCS

(i) SSG-GS
(i) SSG-LS
(iii) SSG-
PS

(iv) Exec.
Dir.

DEADLINE

ASAP done

Sept 2006 done

July 2007

July 2007

July 2007

ASAP

ASAP

ASAP

July 2007

ASAP

COMMENTS



