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Introduction from the Executive Director
Welcome to the March edition of the SCAR newsletter. These past weeks
have been a challenge for all of us as we adjust to the rapidly evolving
global situation and many of us adapt to lockdown at home. It was with a
heavy heart that we announced the cancellation of the 2020 SCAR Open
Science Conference and the SCAR Delegates meeting in July-August 2020.
We’d like to thank everyone for putting so much energy and passion into
the process.
The SCAR OSC is a major focal point for the Antarctic community and we
are looking at ways to deliver the highlights of the programme online. Over
the coming weeks, we will be keeping you informed of our plans and how
you can get involved. We are also looking at ways to share the wealth of
information collected as part of the OSC process.
There will be various communications coming your way on SCAR’s
operations and on how our business will be conducted over the coming
months. Although the SCAR secretariat is now working from home, our
work continues as usual. We are still here to answer your questions and
support this vibrant community.
We hope you nd this newsletter useful – it has a rich selection of news,
opportunities and other announcements. There is a huge amount going on
in spite of meeting cancellations.
In this newsletter we’ve featured publications arising from the work of the
Remote Analysis of Antarctic Tracking Data (RAATD) project of the SCAR
Expert groups on Antarctic Biodiversity Informatics and on Birds and
Marine Mammals, and from the SCAR ImPACT Action Group (Input
Pathways of persistent organic pollutants to AntarCTica). We’ve also

highlighted that the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has
opened the second draft of Working Group I Sixth Assessment Report for
government and expert review.
As always, we would love you to share your news, events, and photos with
us at info@scar.org. Perhaps you might even want to tell us about how
you’re coping with lockdown and send us pictures of what ‘working from
home’ looks like for an Antarctic researcher! Anything is welcome.
We wish everyone in the Antarctic community and beyond a safe and
healthy few months.
- Chandrika Nath
SCAR Executive Director
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Featured News

New Publication: Tracking predators to protect Southern
Ocean Ecosystems

--In a rapidly changing world, we need to know which areas of our planet
warrant particular protection from existing, developing and forthcoming
threats. This is hard to do objectively in the vast realm of the oceans,
particularly so in the most remote regions such as the Southern Ocean.
A paper published this week in the journal Nature (together with
a companion data paper in the journal Scienti c Data) describes a novel
solution to this problem, using electronic and satellite tracking data from
birds and marine mammals.
The publications are part of the Remote Analysis of Antarctic Tracking Data
(RAATD) project of the SCAR Expert groups on Antarctic Biodiversity
Informatics and on Birds and Marine Mammals. SCAR engaged its extensive
network of Antarctic researchers to assemble existing Southern Ocean
predator tracking data. The result was an enormous database of over 4000
individual animal tracks from 17 predator species with diverse prey
requirements, collected by more than 70 scientists across 12 national
Antarctic programs.
Read More

SCAR News

UN Decade Workshop
Report
--SCAR co-organised a workshop on
the Southern Ocean contribution to
the UN Decade of Ocean Science
on 16 February 2020 in San Diego,
CA, USA. The workshop was held
prior to the 2020 Ocean Sciences

IPCC opened 6th
Assessment Report for
review
--The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) has opened
the second order draft of the
Working Group I contribution to
the Sixth Assessment Report
(Climate Change 2021: The Physical

Meeting to engage diverse
participation.

Science Basis) to government and
expert review. Interested experts
can register until 19 April 2020.

Read the Report here
Read More

New ImPACT group
publication
--A study contributing to the goals of
the ImPACT Action Group (Input
Pathways of persistent organic
pollutants to AntarCTica) shows that
seabird colonies are relevant
sources of persistent organic
pollutants (POPs) in Antarctic

SCAR Account on GitHub
--The EG-ABI group has established
a SCAR organisation account on
GitHub for all SCAR scientists to
use. This space is intended for
development and promotion of
SCAR software and other
informatics products.

ecosystems.
Read More
Read More

To read more news from the SCAR community visit our website. You can
also follow us on Twitter and Facebook for updates. If you've got news to
share email the SCAR Secretariat at info@scar.org.

Community News
News from the SCAR community and wider research
community
A special issue of Atmosphere on "Interactions between the Cryosphere
and Climate (Change)" is looking for submissions. The deadline is 9
September 2020.
The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
invites institutions to create an organisation proﬁle and share their news,
resources and events there.

APECS-Brazil is turning 10 this year and they want to share the date with
the scientiﬁc community. Happy Birthday, APECS-Brazil!
SCAR has now taken over the hosting of the Antarctic Environments
Portal. A new website is under development and you can sign up here to
join the Portal mailing list.

Events
Upcoming events from SCAR, the SCAR community and wider
research community
Note: Due to the current situation worldwide we have decided to change our
events sections for this month's newsletter. We are only listing virtual events for
this edition. We hope you will enjoy meeting online!

The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
is organising a series of webinars to present the vision and objectives of
the Decade. The twin session will be on 31 March 2020 (18:00-20:00
CEST) or on 2nd April 2020 (8:00-10:00 CEST).
The Arctic Science Summit Week 2020 (ASSW) "Science for a
Sustainable Arctic" will be held only online from 27 March - 2 April 2020.
Registration is open to everybody.
EGU2020: Sharing Geoscience Online (#shareEGU20) is a week-long
series of online activities held during the ﬁrst week of May with the aim
of fostering scientiﬁc communication. The option for the upload of
presentation materials opens on 1 April 2020.
The 6th annual APECS International Online Conference will to go live
on 19 May 2020. This year’s theme, "Opening Doors: Collaboration
across knowledge systems" aims to encourage collaboration between
early career researchers, science communicators, educators, and local
community members in polar and alpine regions.

Opportunities
Opportunities from the SCAR community and wider research
community:
Two Research Fellow Positions are open at Northumbria
University. One of these positions is part of the TiPACCs project, the other

is part of the PROPHET project within the UK/US joint International
Thwaites Glacier Collaboration. Both positions are expected to
commence on 1st June 2020, and the application deadline is 3 April
2020.
An interdisciplinary PhD position is available at the University of
Tasmania. Project title: "Like Nowhere Else: Expectations, Experiences,
and Practices of Working in Antarctica." The application closing date is
27 April 2020.
The University of Birmingham and the British Antarctic Survey are offering
a Postdoctoral Position in comparative genomics of Antarctic and subAntarctic insects. The closing date for applications is 1 May 2020.
A postdoctoral position is available through the NSF-funded PolenetANET project to work on modeling ice sheet dynamics, sea level change
and solid Earth deformation in Antarctica. The position has a ﬂexible start
date of August 2020 and applications are viewed as they come in.

Image of the month

Our image of the month shows a broadband seismographs assembled at
Yesterday Camp and prepped for aircraft installation across the Ross ice Shelf,
2014. The seismic stations provide unique data relevant both to the behavior of
the ice shelf and to revealing the large scale solid Earth structure of the
Antarctic continent. The photo was taken by Rick Aster (Colorado University).
We love seeing photos from SCAR scientists so get in touch at info@scar.org
if you'd like to share yours!
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