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Introduction from the Executive Director
Welcome to the ﬁrst SCAR newsletter of 2021! We hope that you had a restful
break, despite the many challenges still posed worldwide.
This month we feature a range of exciting publications from our Scientiﬁc
Research Programmes, representing both those recently completed (20122020) and those just launched in 2021. The "Antarctic Thresholds - Ecosystem
Resilience and Adaptation" research programme (AnT-ERA) has compiled
hundreds of articles on the Antarctic and identiﬁed ten key messages and
concerns in "Antarctic Ecosystems in Transition". Contributing to the research
programme Integrated Science to Inform Antarctic and Southern Ocean
Conservation (Ant-ICON), a new article examines pathways for the introduction
of Antarctica's most persistent non-native species. Also featured in this
newsletter is a publication on geothermal heat ﬂow, contributing to the 20122020 Past Antarctic Ice Sheet dynamics research programme (PAIS).
We warmly invite you to join the kick-off workshop of the new INStabilities &
Thresholds in ANTarctica Scientiﬁc Research Programme (INSTANT). The
workshop will be held via Zoom from 15-17 February. Please make sure to
register in advance.
As always, we also present a range of upcoming events, news and
opportunities from the SCAR community. We would love you to share your
news, events, and photos with us at info@scar.org.
- Chandrika Nath
SCAR Executive Director

Featured News

Antarctic Ecosystems in Transition
– Life between Stresses and Opportunities
A new publication, titled "Antarctic ecosystems in transition – life between
stresses and opportunities", has been published in Biological Reviews. The
study is the outcome of SCAR's 2012-2020 Scientiﬁc Research Programme
"Antarctic Thresholds - Ecosystem Resilience and Adaptation" (AnT-ERA).
25 international experts, led by AnT-ERA chief ofﬁcer Prof. Julian Gutt from the
Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research
(AWI), analysed and compiled hundreds of articles on the Antarctic published in
the past ten years. The result is a comprehensive assessment of the present
and future of Antarctica and the Southern Ocean region.
Read more.

SCAR News
INSTANT Kick-off Workshop
The INStabilities & Thresholds in ANTarctica
(INSTANT) research programme will hold a kick-

off workshop (15-17 February). The aim of this
workshop is to develop a detailed work plan for
the programme, themes and sub-committees as
well as to identify committee members and
leaders.
The schedule for the workshop is now on our
website. Please register in advance via the online
registration form.

Ocean Currents as Potential Pathways for
Non-native Species
A new publication, contributing to the ‘Integrated
Science to Inform Antarctic and Southern Ocean
Conservation’ research programme (Ant-ICON),
has been published in Polar Biology. The study is
the ﬁrst to determine the potential for dispersal of
the non-native midge Eretmoptera
murphyi, Antarctica’s most persistent non-native
insect.

New Marine Heat Flow Observations in
Antarctica and the Arctic Ocean
A new article, published in Geosciences,
examines data on geothermal heat ﬂow in key
regions such as the Antarctic Peninsula and the
Gakkel Ridge in the Arctic. The study contributes
to SCAR's 2012-2020 Scientiﬁc Research
Program ‘‘Past Antarctic Ice Sheet Dynamics’’
(PAIS).

Community News
News from the SCAR community and wider research
community
Applications for the 2021 Antarctic Science Bursary are now open. The
grant supports promising young scientists working in any ﬁeld of Antarctic

science and from any country. The application deadline is 19th March.
Antarctic Science Ltd. is also running two webinars (29 January 2021) in
coordination with the Association of Polar Early Career Scientists
(APECS) to help potential applicants. Please register in advance.
Former SCAR Director Colin Summerhayes is still working on Antarctic
science issues, and has a chapter entitled "Solving the Ice Age Mystery –
The Ice Core Tale" in his latest textbook "Paleoclimates: from Snowball
Earth to the Anthropocene", which is available in hard copy or online.
The French Polar Institute Paul-Emile Victor (IPEV) has published its
Annual Report for the Summer Campaign 2019-20.
A new article, published in Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and
Ecology, assesses the potential behavioural impact of low altitude UAVs
on Weddell seals.

Events
Upcoming events from SCAR, the SCAR community and
wider research community
The Science Symposium part of the Arctic Science Week 2021
(ASSW2021) (23-26 March) will be an online event. The overarching
theme of the conference is “The Arctic: Regional Changes, Global
Impacts”.
The 88th Annual Western Snow Conference will be held in a virtual
format (12-15 April). The conference theme is "Bridging the Gap between
Research and Operations".
The EGU General Assembly 2021 will be held virtually as vEGU21 (1930 April). Registration for vEGU21 is now open.
The SCAR Krill Action Group online workshop (26-30 April) will
evaluate change in the krill-based food web and to develop solutions for
the future sampling of krill. Please register in advance.

Opportunities
Opportunities from the SCAR Community and wider
research community

An Assistant Professor position in the Frontier Ice and Snow Science
Division of the Institute of Low Temperature Science (ILTS) is now open.
The applications deadline is 8 February.
The Alfred Wegener Institute (AWI) seeks Expressions of Interest from
outstanding talents who are two to six years past the completion of their
PhD, to apply for their own Young Investigator Group. The funding
generally amounts to at least € 300,000 p.a. for ﬁve years with an option
of a permanent position in case of a positive evaluation. The deadline for
submission of draft applications is 14 February.
The British Antarctic Survey (BAS) is recruiting two Physical Scientists
to join the Polar Oceans Team. These roles relate to separate projects,
but share a common goal of applying ocean modelling to study the
processes driving sea-level rise from the West Antarctic Ice Sheet. The
application dates for position 1 and position 2 are both 21 February.
The DEEPICE project calls for applications for 15 fully funded PhD
positions in ice core-related climate science to be ﬁlled between July
and October.

Image of the Month

Our image of the month was taken by Ryan Reisinger and shows a resting
Weddell seal. The photograph was taken during a joint Alfred Wegener Institute

(Germany) and Mammal Research Institute (South Africa) expedition to deploy
satellite tags on southern elephant seals, in 2010.
We love seeing photos from SCAR scientists so get in touch at info@scar.org if
you'd like to share yours!
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